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difficulty. Different ways may be proposed for dealing
with the native question; but one thing is clear, that no
way can be so bad as that of dealing with them differently
in the different Colonies for no other reason except that
politicians are of a different mind in the various States.
As Lord Selborne wrote in the impressive Memorandum
issued in 1907, which has been compared with Lord
Durham's Report: ' Different policies applied at the same
time in different parts of the country to the same races,
the members of whom are in constant communication with
one another, must together defeat the object at which each
severally aims. The general result is sure to be something
utterly unlike what any one of them was intended to
produce; and proceeding from policies which are incon-
sistent and causes which are uncontrolled, will be accidental
ii not disastrous in its effects/
But while the native question pointed to the necessity
of some kind of union, it also put a serious obstacle in its
way. In Cape Colony the policy had been adopted of
giving natives who fulfilled certain qualifications the right
to vote for members of Parliament, In the Transvaal
and the Orange River Colony there was the strongest
reluctance to adopt any such course. Some Iriends of the
natives in Cape Colony preferred indefinitely to postpone
federation rather than to sacrifice the forward policy of their
Colony with regard to the natives; while in the Transvaal
the great majority of the people were equally determined
that the natives should not be allowed to vote. Considering
this cleavage of opinion, the compromise was no doubt wise
which maintained, for the present, the variety of systems
prevailing in the different Provinces. The decision was
severely criticized in England in the interests of the
aborigines; but responsible statesmen of both parties have
now coxae to recognize that with the people of South
Africa must rest the settlement of such questions, and
that it is idle to expect that the British Parliament, or